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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

 

PROJECT 

Project name and acronym:  
[United under the perspective of Peace, Equality and 
Equity] – [PeaceUp] 

Participant: [PYLON ONE] 

PIC number: 888275464 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number : [1] 

Event name: 
[PeaceUp Celebration of European Equality, Equity, and Peace in a 
two days EquiGala] 

Type: Open Conference 

In situ/online: [In situ] 

Location: [Thessaloniki – Skydra] 

Date(s): [20-22 May] 

Website(s) (if any): https://pylon-one.gr/peaceup/ 

Participants 

Female: 176 

Male: 96 

Non-binary: 3 

From country 1 [Greece]: 67 

From country 2 [Bulgaria]: 164 

From country 3 [Spain]: 4 

From country 4 [Slovenia]: 23 

From country 5 [Italy]: 17 

Total number of participants: 275 From total number of countries: 5 

Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

The PeaceUp EquiGala was held from 20 to 22 May 2025 in Thessaloniki and Skydra, bringing together 
more than 250 participants from five European countries, Greece, Bulgaria, Spain, Slovenia and Italy. 
Organized by PYLON ONE with the support of the Municipality of Skydra, the event formed part of the 
European program PeaceUp, financed under the CERV–Town Twinning initiative. 

https://pylon-one.gr/peaceup/
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Over three days, municipal representatives, non-governmental organizations, civil society actors, 
educators, and citizens met to discuss how the principles of peace, equality, and equity can be put into 
practice at the local and regional level. The partnership comprised the municipalities of Skydra (Greece), 
Strumyani (Bulgaria), Dolores (Spain), Novo Mesto (Slovenia), and Penne (Italy), with coordination by 
PYLON ONE and the support of ZAVOD BOTER of Slovenia. 

The EquiGala was conceived not only as a conference but as a comprehensive platform for learning 
and exchange. Its purpose was to promote European values of peace, equality, and equity through 
concrete local action, while at the same time showcasing successful practices from municipalities across 
Europe that foster inclusion and social cohesion. Beyond presentations, it aimed to provide participants 
with practical tools and strategies for designing equity-driven municipal policies, ensuring that the 
discussions would translate into actionable outcomes. Equally important was the creation of lasting 
networks among municipalities, NGOs, and citizens, strengthening cooperation across borders. At its 
core, the event underlined that peace is not simply the absence of conflict but the active cultivation of 
fairness, solidarity, and equal opportunity within communities. 

The opening day set the tone for the entire conference. After registration, participants were welcomed 
by Konstantinos Symeonidis, President of PYLON ONE, who emphasized the power of European 
cooperation in strengthening democracy and community resilience. The objectives of PeaceUp were 
introduced, offering participants a clear framework for the discussions ahead. Partner municipalities 
presented their local experiences and initiatives. From inclusive education programs to policies 
addressing vulnerable groups, each presentation reflected unique challenges but also revealed common 
threads: the necessity of solidarity, the importance of gender equality, and the demand for inclusive 
governance. Expert sessions deepened the dialogue. Nikolaos Deligiannis, political scientist, 
highlighted strategies for advancing gender equality and positioned gender justice as a cornerstone for 
long-term peace. Eftychia Goutakoli, policy advisor, explored equity in education and the workforce, 
stressing that access to opportunities is essential for reducing systemic inequalities. A keynote address 
on inclusive decision-making introduced practical methods for embedding participation into local 
governance, followed by Dimitra Fantidou, an expert on EU regional development, who analyzed the 
links between democracy, populism, and gender justice in the European context. The day closed with a 
hands-on workshop on inclusive municipal policy design, moderated by Aikaterini Solomonidou. 
Through interactive exercises, participants developed practical strategies that could be directly applied 
in their municipalities. A welcome dinner later in the evening fostered networking and intercultural 
exchange. 

The second day provided space for collective reflection and strategy development. Roundtable 
discussions explored municipal initiatives promoting gender equity, LGBTQ+ inclusion, and anti-
discrimination, and examined how EU frameworks could better support the scaling up of successful local 
practices. In the action-planning session, participants presented ideas generated during the 
roundtables, refining them into actionable strategies to be taken home and implemented at the municipal 
level. Later, two keynote speeches addressed pressing European themes. The first focused on 
peacebuilding through inclusive governance, stressing participatory processes as key to community 
resilience. The second explored democracy, populism, and gender justice, analyzing how inclusive 
approaches are vital to counter populist narratives across Europe. The day concluded with an applied 
workshop on designing inclusive local policies, equipping municipalities with tools for equity-oriented 
decision-making. A cultural dinner in the evening celebrated diversity and further strengthened the 
bonds formed among participants. 

The final day moved the conference to Skydra, where participants took part in a working visit to the 
Municipality and the regional departments of Central Macedonia. This visit provided firsthand insights 
into local governance structures, social welfare programs, and equity-driven initiatives, illustrating how 
administrative frameworks can actively contribute to more cohesive and inclusive communities. The 
program continued with a forum on feminist movements, tracing the journey from eco-feminism to digital 
activism and sparking debate on how feminist ideas evolve to address contemporary challenges.An 
interactive exchange session followed, showcasing local initiatives in Skydra that promote solidarity, 
inclusion, and civic resilience. These examples demonstrated how municipal and community actors can 
support marginalized groups and strengthen trust within society. The conference concluded with a 
formal closing ceremony, during which participants reflected on the achievements of the three days, 
expressed gratitude to the organizers, and renewed their shared commitment to the principles of peace, 
equality, and equity.  

The impact of PeaceUp EquiGala extended well beyond the event. Key highlights were disseminated 
through the project’s website, social media channels and press releases, ensuring visibility across 
Europe. The partnerships and strategies developed during the EquiGala are expected to inspire 
municipalities and civil society organizations to implement inclusive practices across Europe, creating 
stronger and more resilient communities.  
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The Agenda of EquiGala Event is presented below: 

 
20–22 May 2025 
Thessaloniki & Skydra, Greece 

15:00 – 15:30 
Arrival and Registration of Participants 
Participants gather at the venue and register, setting the stage for the event’s opening. 

15:30 – 15:45 
Welcome Address & Introductory Remarks 
Mr. Konstantinos Symeonidis, President of PYLON ONE, opens the event and welcomes guests. 

15:45 – 16:00 
Presentation of Agenda & Introduction to the PeaceUp Objectives 
Overview of the project's core themes: peace, equality, and equity. 

16:00 – 16:30 
Presentation of Participating Municipalities 
Representatives from the partner municipalities share reflections on local efforts toward equity, 
inclusion, and peaceful coexistence: 
• Municipality of Skydra, Greece 
• Municipality of Strumyani, Bulgaria 
• Ayuntamiento de Dolores, Spain 
• Municipality of Novo Mesto, Slovenia 
• Municipality of Penne, Italy 

20:00 
Welcome Dinner & Networking 
Participants gather for an informal dinner to foster intercultural exchange and relationship building. 

 

Day 2 – 21 May 2025 | Thessaloniki 

11:00 
Participants’ Welcome and Registration for Day 2 
Attendees reconvene and register for the second day of sessions. 

13:30 – 14:30 
Lunch Break 

14:30 – 15:30 
Round Table – Part I 
Examples of municipal initiatives advancing gender equity, LGBTQ+ inclusion, and anti-discrimination. 

15:30 – 16:30 
Round Table – Part II 
Discussion on how EU mechanisms can better support and replicate local equity models. 

16:30 – 17:30 
Reflections and Action Planning 
Presentation and feedback on ideas and strategies developed during roundtable sessions. 

17:30 – 18:00 
Coffee Break 

18:00 – 18:30 
Keynote Speech: Peacebuilding through Inclusive Decision-Making 
Delivered by an expert in European peace-based leadership and governance. 

18:30 – 19:00 
Keynote Speech: Democracy, Populism & Gender Justice in the European Regional Ecosystem 
Presented by a specialist in EU regional development and gender policy. 

19:00 – 19:30 
Workshop Lab: Designing Inclusive Local Policies 
Interactive session focused on practical tools for municipal-level inclusion strategies. 

20:00 
Cultural Dinner 
An evening event celebrating diversity and informal cultural exchange among participants. 
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Day 3 – 22 May 2025 | Skydra 

10:00 – 12:00 
Study Visit 
Participants visit the Municipality of Skydra and Central Macedonia regional departments to observe 
local governance and equity-oriented initiatives in action. 

12:00 – 12:30 
Debatable Forum 
A reflective session on the evolution of feminist movements, from eco-feminism to digital activism. 

12:30 – 13:00 
Interactive Exchange 
Showcasing local policies that promote solidarity, inclusion, and civic resilience. 

13:00 – 14:00 
Lunch Break 

13:00 – 14:00 
Closing Ceremony 
Final reflections, acknowledgments, and official conclusion of the EquiGala event. 

 

Dissemination and Publication’s Links on the organizations/municipalities’ websites: 

https://pylon-one.gr/peaceup// 

Dissemination and Publication’s Links on Social Media: 

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=674769838932610&set=pcb.674770165599244 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DMPx4ItoIRB/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=N2cxMXp1dXRzc3
dl 

 

HISTORY OF CHANGES 

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE 

1.0 02.06.2025 Initial version (new MFF). 
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